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When Fr. Marty asked that I consider becoming 

the Lay Director of our community my first 

thought was why me?  What could I offer to the 

community?  As I pondered my decision, I 

recalled the theme song from when Father and I 

lived the 57th weekend together at St. Peter’s 

table,  “Here I Am, Lord” was the hymn that Barry 

Detweiler chose for the men that weekend.  Was 

I willing to respond as Isaiah did in the scripture 

that inspired the song? 

 

This is a question that each of us has to ponder.  

How are we going to respond to God’s call for us 

to be messengers of his Word and Love?  We are 

at a moment in our world where the secular 

culture is attacking the very fundamentals of our 

Christian beliefs and values.  Many of our 

parishes have seen a serious drop in Mass 

attendance.  Many of our young adults, our 

children, do not practice their faith.   

 

How shall we respond?  Our movement, Cursillo 

in Christianity, is to proclaim the great news that 

God loves us and manifested this love for us in 

the person of His Son, Jesus.  We are to 

communicate this message through friendship 

and thus bring our friends to Christ.   

 

I’ve shared with many of you, that after 20 years 

of involvement in the Allentown Cursillo, I find 

that practically all my friends are Cursillistas!  Is 

that the same in your life? 

 

We all need to make NEW friends, to be a friend to 

those who need Jesus, and to bring our new 

friends to Christ.  

 

Then I heard the voice of the Lord saying, “Whom 

shall I send? Who will go for us?” “Here I am,” I 

said; “send me!”   

     Is 6:8 

Onward!  

    Woody Sicilliano 

    Lay Director 
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HUMILITY: THE PATH TOWARD GOD 

 
  

For many of us, there usually comes a time in our lives when we see that the simple 
things of life and the simple truths that we learn about life—that these things when really 
examined contain the most profound truths of life. To be sure, age and wisdom play a part in 
this revelation, but God plays a part in it, too, with his grace working in our lives. 

 

But it can take a lot of living and experience to discover that the greatest knowledge 
sometimes comes with admitting that we do not know a whole lot, rather than clinging blindly 
to what we claim to know. Once we accept our limitations, we begin to appreciate how the 
unknown far surpasses the known. We open ourselves up to a sense of mystery and 
discovery. And then we see God much more clearly  in our liturgies, and we also see him 
working in our lives and in others around us and in the world that we live in.  

 

In Matthew’s gospel (11: 25), Jesus praises the Father for hiding certain truths from the 
wise and the learned and revealing them to the childlike. Now God does not discriminate—he 
offers his message of salvation to all comers—but we have to respond with certain receptors 
in order to get the message. And one of those receptors is humility—God doesn’t come to 
those who are full of themselves. The ability to appreciate the gospel message at face value is 
what sets apart those with childlike humility from the worldly wise who miss Jesus’ message 
altogether. Such individuals are so sure that they have all things figured out that Jesus’ 
revelation falls on deaf ears. They fail to grasp the profound simplicity of the message that we 
are all called to be with God forever but, as we journey toward him, we are expected to live a 
life pleasing to him. 

 

God’s revelation continues to be vibrant and meaningful in our lives, and it touches us 
every day in the sacramental life of the Church—especially in the Real Presence of Jesus in 
the Eucharist—and it  touches us in his Word in scripture. And it also touches us in a very real 
way in our Cursillo experience. Our Lord comes to us in our Christian community—in our 
seeing Jesus in our brothers and sisters as we gather in group reunion and ultreya. In 
surrounding ourselves with people of like mind, we bolster each others’ faith—we see Jesus in 
those that we gaze on and they see Jesus in us. And sharing with a group of friends can serve 
as a spiritual guide to keep us on track, or it can provide consolation and compassion when 
experiencing loss or difficulties. And so, we should all be truly grateful to God for the truths 
that he has shown us and for the gifts that he has given us—the gift of our faith and the gift of 
Cursillo.    

 

Deacon Bill Hassler    
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D e Colores!  In this Year of Mercy, God surely was 

pouring out His mercy on the candidates and the 

Team during the 87
th

 Women’s Cursillo.  I knew that 

God had special plans for this Team, these Candidates 

and me before Team formation even started.  I had a 

strong sense that the devil was keenly aware of the up-

coming weekend and had set his sights on putting 

whatever obstacles he could in our way.  This only 

strengthened my resolve to pray and to offer up all of 

the challenges to God.  Little did I know at that time 

how many obstacles and challenges there would actual-

ly be.  On numerous occasions before and during the 

weekend, I personally told the devil to “go back to hell” 

where he belongs and to leave us alone because we had 

our Father’s important work to do. 

 

We started our first Team meeting with 

Mass.  What a beautiful way to begin to 

have a group of 19 individuals come 

together as one, to come together as 

the Team for the 87
th

 Women’s Week-

end.  We were blessed with the Spiritual guidance of 

Father Eric Tolentino and Assistant Spiritual Director 

Craig Fry.  After seeing these two men in action, I can 

only imagine how pleased God is with each of them.  In 

their own special ways, too many to mention here, they 

were Christ for the Candidates, for the Team and for me.  

I will always be grateful for their “Yes”.  I hope Father 

Tolentino realizes that he just added many daughters to 

his ever growing number of children.   I am proud and 

honored to be one of them! 

 

My assistant, Sandi Lloyd, was my rock from the time 

she said “Yes” until . . . . . probably forever!  God knew 

that we needed a spiritual maturity and calm presence 

to help us get through all of our challenges.  He sent me 

Sandi!  She went from being my Rectora on the 74
th

 

weekend, to being my friend and a member of my 

group reunion, to being my assistant on the 87
th

 week-

end.  We were good friends before this weekend, but 

are now so much more.  GOD IS SO GOOD! 

 

From the Ideal talk to the Total Security talk and all the 

talks in between, it was obvious that God inspired the 

speakers to relay His message.  Every talk contained 

wisdom inspired by God through the Holy Spirit.  As we 

prayed before each talk, “Come, Holy Spirit, fill the 

hearts of us your faithful and kindle in us the fire of 

Your love…” After hearing these talks, I can assure you, 

the light of the Holy Spirit shone brightly from EVERY 

speaker!  

 

We got a brief glimpse into the lives of the speakers 

through their backgrounds and personal witnesses 

which allowed us to relate to them.  Then the speakers 

captivated us with God’s message of who we are called 

to be.  It is astonishing to me that although the talks are 

the same every weekend, the talks are different every 

weekend.  It is amazing to me how God uses each indi-

vidual to translate the same outline that has been used 

before to speak His truth in a way that needs to be 

heard at that particular moment.  These messages that 

made us think, made us laugh, made us cry and made 

us grow closer to Christ were a gift that God gave to us 

just for this 87
th

 weekend.    I plan to re-read the notes 

that I took to help me keep this gift alive so that God 

can continue His work of transforming me into the 

woman He calls me to be. 

 

I am convinced that one of the reasons why the talks 

were so effective was because of the palanca that was 

being done across the hall in the Chapel by a member 

of our Kitchen Team.  Knowing the obstacles and chal-

lenges the devil was putting in our path, God blessed us 

with a strong Kitchen Team led by Gina Gonzales to be 

our spiritual backbone.  The extra prayers on Saturday 

when it seemed like everything that could go wrong 

was going wrong, gave us the strength to persevere.  

When I was losing my voice and wasn’t sure how I 

would be able to deliver the Total Security talk on Sun-

day, thanks to the prayers of my palanca prayer partner, 

my voice was stronger than it had been earlier.  Praise 

God!  Our Kitchen Team served us food and drink to 

nourish our bodies and said prayers to nourish our 

souls.  These corporal and spiritual works of Mercy were 

much appreciated. 

 

Speaking of works of Mercy, our Physical Team led by 

Judy McMahon were the unsung heroes of the week-

end.  Wow, was God’s Mercy working through them!  

Although less noticed than the rest of the Team mem-

bers, Physical were the ones who made sure we had 

everything we needed for a weekend that was non-stop 

from start to finish.  Their dedication and service to the 

Candidates, the Team and to me will al-

ways be remembered.  Even though we 

may not have seen everything that Physi-

cal was doing since they were a step 

ahead of us, God saw, and He knows! 

 

It was wonderful to be “On the Mountain 

with Jesus”.  We were blessed with instru-

Reflections from the Rectora 
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mentalists and vocalists led by Mary LaBianca who 

helped us sing joyfully, we prayed the Divine Mercy 

Chaplet together at 3:00 on Friday in honor of the 

Pope’s Year of Mercy, we dedicated Saturday to our 

Blessed Mother and honored her with the Angelus and 

rosary, we had Mass every day, confession, and evening 

prayers, we shared a love feast through Agape, we par-

tied, we ate together, we told jokes, we spoke to God 

during our chapel visits, we laughed together and we 

cried together.  We started as strangers from home 

churches throughout PA, other states or other countries 

and ended up as SISTERS!  We learned that God loves 

EVERY one of us right where we are.  We learned that 

we are ALL called to be leaders and to share His GOOD 

NEWS with others. 

 

It is a complete paradox how a weekend that seems like 

it will never end ends too soon.  On Sunday evening, we 

were leaving St. Francis Center and we were arriving at 

Our Lady Help of Christians.  What an amazing welcome 

“back from the mountain” by our Cursillo community.   

As the Candidates, the Team and I entered the hall, God 

was present in each and every one who was there.   The 

witnesses of each of the 17 beautiful women of God 

was an inspiration to me and I am sure to many of you.  

We had the BEST CANDIDATES, the BEST TEAM, and 

consequently, the BEST WEEKEND EVER!  The women of 

the 87
th

 weekend came back from the mountain ON 

FIRE for Jesus!  Thank you to our Cursillo community for 

your presence and your palanca.  It made all the differ-

ence. 

 

I have said numerous times that my Cursillo weekend 

was one of the best weekends of my life.  I can now say 

that my Cursillo weekend and the 87
th

 Weekend when I 

was blessed to be called to be the Rectora were two of 

the best weekends of my life.  I was called to act with 

justice, to love tenderly, to serve others, and to walk 

humbly with God.  With the help of our Cursillo com-

munity, I will continue to try to do that all the days of 

my life . . . will you FOLLOW ME? 

 

Lisa Siciliano 

 

 

P.S. Please tell the Lay Director that I love him and give 

him a hug from me the next time you see him! 

 

 

 

MEET THE 17 NEW CURSILLISTAS . . .  
 

Assumption BVM, Colesville 

Dana Zamolyi 

 

Holy Trinity, Whitehall 

Francy Cook 

 

Our Lady of Perpetual Help, Bethlehem 

Diane DeVivo 

 

St. Benedict, Plowville 

Kelly Leininger 

Mary Ann Sarge 

Randy Waterman 

 

St. Catharine of Siena, Cathedral, Allentown 

Ann Marie Cullimore 

Barb Lewis 

Violet Sam-Otuh 

 

St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 

Nancy Hoy 

 

St. Columbkill, Boyertown 

Amanda Amorello 

Martha Grimm 

Donna Rice 

 

St. Joan of Arc, Hershey 

Patti Katzenmoyer 

 

St John Baptist de la Salle, Shillington 

Gina Aldi 

Deborah Seidl 

 

St. Thomas More, Allentown 

Maria Burke 
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Cursillo in Eleven Points  
Source: Eduardo Bonnín Aguiló Foundation.  

 

1. Essence and Purpose of Cursillos in Christianity 

Cursillos in Christianity want to be a live element, and 

therefore grow and develop by affirming its criteria, 

which is its own and essential and therefore, avoid 

losing its identity when separated from it. Essence - 

Cursillos are a lay Movement from the Church. Cursillo 

has a method that helps to make possible for people 

to live what is fundamental to being Christian. Purpose 

- The purpose of Cursillo is life itself, not the Ultreya, 

nor the Group Reunion. Cursillo seeks to create a 

hunger for God rather than trying to satisfy it.  

 

2.  Structure of Cursillos in Christianity We believe that 

if the Cursillo Movement is given space to live, in its 

basic structure of Group Reunion, Ultreya and School 

of Leaders, it can bring, through its own dynamic, the 

Good News of the Gospel to all the recesses of human 

existence, personal, family and social life. Cursillos in 

Christianity as a Movement are governed by its 

administrative element, a Diocesan Secretariat 

comprised of people who respect the guidelines of the 

Church.  

 

3.  Mentality The living of what is fundamental to being 

Christian is to know, capture, and understand that God 

loves us. Therefore, keep it simple, center it, embody it, 

and clarify it by living, believing, and witnessing to the 

Gospel.  

 

4.  School of Leaders The School of Leaders is a group of 

Christians united in an atmosphere of Group Reunion 

in order to accelerate and give effectiveness to the 

purpose which Cursillo wants to achieve. The School of 

Leaders is not a School of Formation, but is intended 

to be a School of Holiness attempting, in a climate of 

sincerity and authenticity, that its components are 

more focused on what is essential in Cursillo and more 

engaged in the journey of commitment among people 

and more integrated in the plans that unite them.  

 

5.  Leaders These may be and are in fact all the people 

who accept and live even without knowing the truths 

expressed in the essence, purpose and mentality of 

Cursillos in Christianity. Leaders, above all, are those 

who do not pretend to be. Leaders are those who 

open themselves each day to the astonishment of a 

God who loves them and to the admiration of their 

brothers and sisters.  

 

6.  Group Reunion Cursillo does not seek for people to 

assume new commitments, but rather, to accept and 

give meaning to the commitments which they already 

have in life. This commitment which originates from 

life itself, and through living it and sharing it, we wish 

to convert it, to nothing more and nothing less, into a 

commitment of friendship. The Group Reunion is a 

channel for friendship in the conversion process. A 

friendship with purpose and atmosphere in which we 

can develop as persons and as Christians. The four 

important elements are: regularity, seriousness, 

discretion and sincerity.  

 

7.  Ultreya The Ultreya is the act Cursillistas celebrate 

weekly with less intensity and less intimacy, but with 

greater diversity and increased possibility than the 

Group Reunion in order to admire and encourage 

each other in our common faith. The Ultreya serves to 

enhance our Group Reunion and in it the Cursillista 

seeks to become better by virtue of being better and 

being with the best. The Ultreya has to be lived and 

experienced and is not intended to be educational or 

formative.  

 

8.  Relations with the Rest of the Church We believe 

that what is essentially evangelical goes toward an 

enlightened and dynamic sense of life in the person, 

and not toward the narrow minded in compliance and 

without the spirit of the principle. What is serious is 

not getting sidetracked from the path with 

distractions, but in distorting its purpose. What is 

difficult is the accompaniment of people and sharing 

with them “the associative force of friendship”. The 

journey of living with dedication and perseverance in 

the face of God and with the brothers and sisters can 

never be substituted by thoughtless programs in 

which the person is not given priority in moving 

towards God. Cursillo is not opposed that Cursillistas 

provide an active personal collaboration at the 
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diocesan level, parish, etc. and that there have been and 

will continue to be many Cursillistas who will decide to 

do so without external pressures. There may be those 

who become leaders of many associations, church or 

civic; however, we think that to do this will lower the aim 

since Cursillo, without a doubt, aims at and is oriented 

toward a purpose much more efficient, effective and 

comprehensive that ensures that many men and women 

take the leap of faith and feel loved by God.  

 

9.  Action By means of the three stages of Pre-cursillo, 

Cursillo and Post-cursillo, the Cursillista attempts 

through his personal witness, to communicate the 

message to as many people as possible. For this, the 

Cursillista depends on the means of Group Reunion and 

Ultreya and with the grace of the Lord which is 

specifically related to the activity of the Cursillista to live 

in grace, or to attempt to live in grace or is sad for not 

living in grace. In summary, the expanded view of 

Cursillo in its most profound truth, certifies that the real 

encounter with self is the structure that makes possible 

the encounter with others and the Gospel.  

 

10.  Respect for the Founding Group Cursillos in 

Christianity which were born in Mallorca rely on 

numerous people who knew and lived the Cursillo in its 

origins and with someone whom we recognize as the 

Founder and voice of Cursillo. To those possible 

enemies, with respect to these people they could be the 

subject of the words spoken by Pope Pius XII in a speech 

on June 10, 1953: “History has shown that ideas which 

are more fruitful tend to move slower when faced with 

conflicting interests. Experience has shown it a hundred 

times, in order for reasonable solutions to prevail, a 

single reason is not sufficient. The person who 

represents the interests of others, the one who speaks 

for them, must be governed by the will to serve. He must 

believe in the nobility of his own cause and be devoted 

without limits to a great deed.”  

 

11. Notes  

 

Go for the prize. The only prize is service itself.  

 The Group Reunion is not to correct others, nor to 

admonish, nor to make groups who pressure others.  

 Envy is motive for confession. Admiration is motive 

for joy. Jealousy causes bitterness.  

 There is a need to serve Cursillos and not make use of 

them for self-serving reasons.  

 The Cursillo Movement of Mallorca is reaffirmed in its 

totality in the Manifesto of 1981.  

 The truth cannot be invented; each one must discover 

it. We are in the process of discovering truths and 

listening to those who shed light on reality.  

 Manipulation can be confused with 

awareness. Awareness is to discover truths 

and understand them not only because the 

Lord requires it, but because we live them.  

 It is essential in the Cursillo Movement, that, 

for the fascinating and unstoppable process 

of fermentation of what is Christian in man, 

in men and in society, we realize that with 

honesty and simplicity, we need to play fair 

[conduct oneself properly] with the things of 

God by taking seriously the world of men. 

  What is specific about the Movement is to 

place what is fundamental to being Christian 

within the reach of man. To ensure that the 

liberty of man encounters the Spirit of God. 

This will go beyond all agendas and will 

collide with the temptation of framing and 

classifying something as fluent and 

spontaneous as the encounter of people 

with the Christ of the Gospel.  
 
 

Cursillo Events—2017 
 

2017 National Encounter –  
60th Anniversary of Cursillo The National 

Encounter will be held on July 27-30, 2017 at 

Trinity University which is located 7 minutes 

from the airport in San Antonio, TX. Trinity 

University offers the ideal setting for our 

National Encounter with a state-of-the-art 2500

-seat auditorium, air-conditioned residence 

halls and innovative meal menus that are 

available for all activities of our event. For more 

details, you can visit https://

conferences.trinity.edu The registration form 

will be available on January 15, 2017 and it is 

expected to be a fully packed National 

Encounter for celebrating the 60th Anniversary 

of Cursillo in the United States. See you there – 

bring a friend!  

 

5th World Ultreya— 

The 5th World Ultreya will be held in Fatima, 

Portugal on May 4-6, 2017. Cursillistas who 

wish to attend the Ultreya should follow the 

instructions provided on the OMCC Website at 

http://www.orgmcc.org/en/. The National 

Cursillo Center will not be involved in 

managing travel, lodging, registration, etc. for 

this event.  
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DECEMBER 2016    

Mon. Dec. 19 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Dec. 26 No Allentown Ultreya    

Sun., Dec. 25 A Joyous Christmas to All!    

     

JANUARY 2017    

Mon., Jan. 9 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis, Allentown, Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  

Sat., Jan. 14 School of Leaders St. Mary, Kutztown 8:30 AM  

Thur., Jan 19 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Jan 23 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis, Allentown, Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  

     

FEBRUARY 2017    

Mon., Feb. 13 Allentown ULtreya St. Francis, Allentown, Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  

Mon., Feb. 20 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Feb. 27 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis, Allentown, Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  

     

MARCH 2017    

Mon., Mar. 13 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis, Allentown, Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  

Mon., Mar. 20 Reading Ultreya St. Catharine of Siena, Reading 7:30 PM  

Mon., Mar 27 Allentown Ultreya St. Francis, Allentown,  Heritage Hall 7:00 PM  
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Congratulations to the following couples 
who celebrated their 50th Wedding 
Anniversary over the summer months: 
 
 Bill and Judy McMahon 
 
 Bill and Pat Wertz 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
George Happel, who with his late 
wife Helen made the 5th Allentown 
Cursillo, died on May 3, 2016.  He 
served on several Cursillo teams and 
was Rector of the 21st Men's Cursillo 
weekend.  George was a longtime member of the 
Cathedral Parish and later of St. Joseph the 
Worker Parish in Orefield.  He was President of 
Orlando Diefenderfer Electrical Contractors and 
served on numerous church and civic boards.  
George was a Christian gentleman in the truest 
sense of the word.  May he rest in peace. 
 
 
 
Mary Ceil Landry  passed into eternal life on 
November 7, 2016.  She made the 79th Allentown 
Cursillo and was a member of the 87th Women’s 
Team until a fire in the house next to her home  
causing extensive damage to hers necessitated her 
resigning from the team. 
Mary Ceil volunteered at St. Francis Church in 
Allentown and then served as a Sacristan and 
Eucharistic Minister at St. Columbkill Church in 
Boyertown, where we would often rely on her to 
set up for our Cursillo Masses.  May she rest in 
peace. 

 
 
 

If you know of any milestones to 
add to the Poster, please send 
them to Mary LaBianca at 
micromoxie@rcn.com.  

 

Donations to Cursillo 
In memory of  

Rev.  Robert J. Reed 
 

Send to: 
Theresa Racek, Treasurer 

603 N. 13th Street 
Allentown, PA 18102 

 
Checks  should be made payable to:  

Allentown  
Cursillo Movement 
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An Ultreya Primer 

 

"Ultreya!" This word is introduced to our candidates on the 

weekends along with many of the other Spanish phrases inherited 

from our foundations in Cursillo®. Ultreya is a Spanish word that 

which means "Onward!" "Persevere!" "Press On!" "Hang In There!"  

The expression was originally associated with those who were making a pilgrimage on foot to 

the Shrine of St. James at Compostella in Spain, where the last part of the journey was a climb 

up a steep hill. Groups of pilgrims would call this word of encouragement to each other as 

they climbed up the hill. 

Ultreya was adopted as the rallying cry of Cursillo® and many of its spin-off movements. One 

line of our De Colores song says, "All in color... all in color the diamond will sparkle when 

brought to the light". This entire movement is like that diamond, with a multiplicity of facets, 

each and every one of them configured to reflect the light of Christ throughout the world! One 

cannot remove facets from a diamond and retain the sparkle. Ultreya is regarded in the 

foundation literature as being "central to the health and well being of the Cursillo® 

movement". 

"Ultreya" was the name of the church social center in Majorca, Spain. In the beginning, not 

many people could attend the Clausura (Closing), because during the foundations of 

Cursillo®, the Closing was held early Monday morning! The community would gather there 

Monday evening after each weekend for news and sharing with the candidates. Thus, Ultreya 

was born of past weekend attendees and new babe-chicks sharing during the first week of 

their 4th Day! 

Ultreya is a gathering of Christians on a weekly or monthly basis to share Christ and His 

presence in their individual lives to strengthen and encourage each other in that climb up that 

steep hill called "Apostolic Action". It is a cross-fertilization of individuals to help the light of 

one candle for Christ join with other individual candles for Christ and bring Light to the entire 

world! It is one-fourth of the goal and strategy of Cursillo® which is to restore the world to 

Christ, by providing a backbone for Christian life in every environment! It is the visible witness 

to the church at large of the building of that "backbone"... the vertebrae-zation (linkage) of the 

leaders in large and small environments. 
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